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Name:    Wendy B. Abramson   
Nationality:   U.S.A.   
Additional languages: Spanish  
Expertise:  Health systems, Strategic Investment, Sustainable Financing (SISF) 
 
 
Qualifications 

Qualification Institution Department Year 

MPH National Autonomous University of 
Nicaragua (UNAN) 

Center for 
Economic and 
Social Research 

1996 

MBA Central American Business Institute 
(INCAE) 

Functional 
Administration 

1989 

B.A. Denison University Philosophy 1981 

 
Employment History 

Employer Position Place Year 

Independent 
consultant 

Various (see below) Various (see 
below) 

2011-
present 

John Snow Inc. (JSI) Senior Technical Advisor 
health systems 
strengthening 

Rosslyn, VA - USA 2002-2012 

Department of Health, 
Washington D.C. (DC-
DOH) 

Chief of Planning – State 
Health Planning and 
Development Agency  

Washington, D.C.-
USA 

2000-2002 

Abt Associates, Inc. Senior Analyst Bethesda, MD-
USA 

1997-2000 

Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) 

International Fellow Washington, D.C.-
USA 

1996-1997 

USAID Program Specialist 
Democracy and Public 
Health Advisor (EPI and 
MCH) 

Managua, 
Nicaragua 

1991-1996 
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Relevant Publications, Technical Papers, Reports and Tools 
 
Technical Evaluation Reference Group (TERG) Thematic Review to Assess the Current 
Approach to Investments in Resilient and Sustainable Systems for Health (RSSH). 
Cambridge Economic Policy Associates. February 2019. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Thematic Review on the Global Fund’s Health System Strengthening 
Support related to the “Middle” of the Results Chain, Euro Health Group. June 2015. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Draft - Framework for Reviewing Health Systems Strengthening 
Investments During HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria National Disease Program 
Reviews. The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. February 2015. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Contracting In Guidelines for the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare: 
A Tool for County Selection. John Snow Inc.: USAID Rebuilding Basic Health Services 
Project. MOHSW Liberia. December 2013. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Contracting In Guidelines for the County Health and Social Welfare 
Team, John Snow Inc.: USAID Rebuilding Basic Health Services Project. MOHSW Liberia. 
May 2013. Abramson, Wendy. Evaluation of Performance-Based Contracting-In Bomi 
County Liberia, John Snow Inc.: USAID Rebuilding Basic Health Services Project. March 
2012. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Provision of Basic Services for the Poor: Water, Sanitation, and Health 
Sectors Models and Lessons for Future Investment by the Multilateral Investment Fund, 
InterAmerican Development Bank Office of Verification and Evaluation. August 2012. 
 
Abramson, W. B. Consumer complaints, grievances, and appeals processes in Maryland: 
A background paper. Baltimore, MD: The Hilltop Institute, UMBC. 2011. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Contracting Out Government Functions and Services in Post-Conflict 
and Fragile States: Examples from the Health Sector in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Partnership for Democratic Governance, workshop discussion paper, OECD 2011. 
 
Abramson Wendy, Anabella Sánchez, Nadia Olson, Nora Quesada. From Theory to 
Practice: A Participatory Market Analysis to Reduce Gaps in Access to Family Planning 
Services. John Snow Inc. Arlington, Va.: DELIVER, for the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. 2011. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Handbook on Contracting out Government Functions and Services in 
Post- Conflict and Fragile Situations: Partnership for Democratic Governance, OECD. 
June 2010. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Contracting Out Government Functions and Services: Emerging 
lessons from post-conflict and fragile situations. Chapter 1: Lessons from Cambodia, 
Guatemala and Liberia: Partnership for Democratic Governance, OECD. November 2009. 
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Abramson, Wendy. GAVI CSO Type B Funding Case Studies: Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan,the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Pakistan. November 2009. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Situational Assessment for Performance-Based Contracting in Liberia. 
John Snow Inc. MOHSW Liberia. May 2008. 
 
Abramson, Wendy, Carrie Hessler-Radalet, Patricia Fairchild. Report on U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration/Office of 
International Health Affairs: Strategic Opportunities for Increased Engagement in Global 
Health. John Snow Inc. Arlington, VA. 2007. 
 
Abramson, Wendy, Anabella Sánchez, y Nadia Olson. Diagnóstico de la Disponibilidad 
Asegurada de Insumos Anticonceptivos en Guatemala: Fortalezas y Retos de los 
Servicios de Planificación Familiar en Guatemala. John Snow Inc. Arlington, VA: 
DELIVER, para la Agencia de los Estados Unidos para el Desarrollo Internacional 
(USAID). 2006. 
 
Abramson, Wendy, Sharon Soper, Leslie Patykewich, Ali Karim, David Sarley, Nora 
Quesada y Patricia Saenz. Bolivia: Análisis de Segmentación del Mercado. John Snow 
Inc. Arlington, VA: DELIVER, para la Agencia de los Estados Unidos para el Desarrollo 
Internacional (USAID). 2005. 
 
Abramson, Wendy, Sharon Soper, Leslie Patykewich, Ali Karim y David Sarley. Nicaragua: 
Estudio de la Segmentación del Mercado. John Snow Inc. Arlington, VA: DELIVER, para 
la Agencia de los Estados Unidos para el Desarrollo Internacional (USAID). 2005. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Contracting for Health Service Delivery: A Manual for Policy Makers: 
Prepared with funding from USAID/CMS Project. finalized by John Snow, Inc., Arlington, 
VA. June 2002. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. District of Columbia five-year State Health Plan: State Health Planning 
and Development Agency. D.C. Department of Health. 2002. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Monitoring and Evaluation of Contracts for Health Service Delivery in 
Costa Rica: A Critique of the 1998 Contract Between the Costa Rican Social Security 
Institute and COOPESALUD for Primary Health Care Service Delivery. Journal of Health 
Policy and Planning. December 2001. 
 
Abramson, Wendy. Partnerships between the Public Sector and Non-Governmental 
Organizations: Contracting for Primary Health Care Services: A State of the Practice 
Paper, Latin America and Caribbean Health Sector Reform Initiative, Abt Associates, Inc., 
1999. 
 
Abramson, Wendy, Carmen González. An Evaluation Methodology: Total Quality 
Management in Two Primary Health Care Centers – Development and Application of Four 
Diagnostic Tools at the primary care facility level, UNAN, Managua, Nicaragua. Master’s 
Thesis 1996. 
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Beith, Alix, Nora Quesada, Wendy Abramson, Anabella Sánchez and Nadia Olson. 
Decentralizing and Integrating Contraceptive Logistics Systems in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, with Lessons Learned from Asia and Africa. JSI: DELIVER, for the U.S. 
Agency for International Development. 2006. 
 
Beith, Alix, Nadia Olson, and Wendy Abramson. Regulatory Harmonization in Central 
America: How Harmonization Can Impact Regional Contraceptive Procurement. John 
Snow Inc. Arlington, VA: USAID | DELIVER PROJECT, Task Order 1. 2007. 
 
Brouchet, B., Wendy Abramson. Health Sector Reforms in Developing Countries: How 
Quality Assurance Methods Can Make a Difference, University Research Corp., Abt 
Associates Inc. 1998.  
 
Dmytraczenko, T., Aitken, I., Escalante, S., Capra, K., Holley, J., Abramson, W., Saravia, 
A., Aparicio, M. National Bolivian Maternal Child Health Insurance Evaluation, 
Partnerships for Health Reform Project, Abt Assoc. Inc. 1998. 
 
Lamadrid, Carlos and Wendy Abramson. Using Geographic Information System Tools to 
Address Disparities in Access to Family Planning Services and Commodities in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. John Snow Inc. Arlington, VA: USAID | DELIVER PROJECT, 
Task Order 1. 2008. 
 
Pate, Muhammad Ali, Wendy B. Abramson. Improving Health Care Access for the Poor: A 
Case Study of the Washington DC Public Health Care Systems Reforms. Spanish Institute 
for Social and Economic Development (IESE) and the World Bank. February 2002. 
 
Plowman, Beth, Wendy Abramson: Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization – 
Health Systems Strengthening Synthesis Report (DRC, Ethiopia, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, 
Vietnam, Zambia). GAVI Alliance, JSI R&T, InDevelop-IPM. November 2009. 
 
Sánchez, Anabella, Wendy Abramson. USAID | DELIVER PROJECT Innovating Public-
Private Partnerships To Reach The Last Mile. Case Studies: Bringing Primary Health Care 
and Contraceptives to the Underserved.” John Snow Inc. Arlington, VA: USAID | DELIVER 
PROJECT, Work Order 1. 2007. 
 
Sánchez, Anabella, Wendy Abramson, Nadia Olson, and Nora Quesada. Decentralizing 
and Integrating Contraceptive Logistics Systems in Latin America and the Caribbean: 
Considerations for Informed Decision Making Throughout the Health Reform Process. 
JSI.: USAID | DELIVER PROJECT. 2006. 
 
Sánchez, Anabella, Wendy Abramson y Carlos Lamadrid. Guatemala: la equidad en el 
acceso a servicios e insumos de Planificación familiar: identificando estrategias que 
mejoren el acceso hasta el último rincón del país. John Snow Inc. Arlington, VA.: USAID | 
PROYECTO DELIVER, Orden de Trabajo 1. 2008. 
 
Sánchez, Anabella, Wendy B. Abramson, y Nora Quesada. Estudios de caso: la 
disponibilidad asegurada de insumos anticonceptivos en institutos de seguridad social en 
cinco países de 
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América Latina: Avances en el acceso a servicios e insumos de planificación familiar. 
John Snow Inc. Arlington, VA.: USAID | PROYECTO DELIVER, Orden de Trabajo 1. 2008. 
 
Sánchez, Anabella, Nora Quesada, Nadia Olson and Wendy Abramson. Nicaragua: 
Integrating Logistics Functions at the Ministry of Health A Case Study - Assessing the 
Effects of Integration on Supply Chain Performance and Contraceptive Security. Arlington, 
VA.: USAID | PROYECTO DELIVER, 2008. 
 
Sarley, David, Varuni Dayaratna, Wendy Abramson, Jay Gribble, Nora Quesada, Nadia 
Olson, and Verónica Betancourt. Options for Contraceptive Procurement: Lessons 
Learned from Latin  America and the Caribbean. Arlington, Va.: DELIVER, and 
Washington, DC: USAID | Health Policy Initiative, for the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. 2006. 
 
Situational Assessment of Liberia’s Capacity for Performance-Based Contracting of NGOs 
for the Basic Package of Health Services: Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. May 
2008. 
 
Taylor, Patricia A., Nora Quesada, Wendy Abramson, Varuni Dayaratna, and Leslie 
Patykewich. Regional Report: Contraceptive Security in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Results and Recommendations. Arlington, VA: John Snow, Inc./DELIVER, and 
Washington, DC: Futures Group/POLICY II, for the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID). 2004. 
 
Additional Information 
 
Relevant Consultancies: 
 
2020 – 2024 Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria. Geneva, CH  

Strategic Investment and Sustainable Financing (SISF) expert TRP  

2018  Cambridge Economic Policy Associates (CEPA) London, UK  

Senior Technical Advisor Health Systems Strengthening, Global Fund 
Thematic Review on Resilient and Sustainable Systems for Health (RSSH)  

2016-2017 Abt Associates Inc., Bethesda, MD Senior Technical Advisor HSS, Heath 
Systems Assessment Approach manual  

2014-2015 Euro Health Group (EHG) , DK  

Team Leader, Health Systems Strengthening Thematic Review 

2014-2015 Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, Malaria, Geneva, CH 

Senior Consultant, Health Systems Strengthening Assessment Tool 

2014  John Snow Inc., Arlington, VA.  

Senior Advisor, Institutionalization of Contraceptive Security, LAC DELIVER / 
SM2015  

2014 Sanigest (IDB), San Salvador, El Salvador Senior Consultant, Health 
Systems Strengthening Access to Primary Health Care  

2013  Pan American Health Organization, Washington, DC 

Senior Consultant, Stakeholder Engagement for Universal Health Coverage  
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2012-13 John Snow Research and Training Inc. (USAID RBHS project), Monrovia 
Liberia Senior Advisor, Performance-Based Contracting, Health Systems 
Strengthening  

2012 The InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB), Washington, D.C. 

Senior Consultant and author, study on private investment in basic health, 
water, and sanitation services  - Office of Verification and Evaluation, Multi-
lateral Investment Fund (MIF)  

2011 Ogilvy Public Relations, Washington, D.C. Global Health Advisor, 
Tuberculosis  

2011  The Hilltop Institute, University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC)   

Senior Consultant, Affordable Care Act - Health Reform Exchange Board, 
Design Consumer Complaint Systems  

2011 The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development Partnership 
for Democratic Governance  (OECD-PDG) Technical Advisor and 
Communications Specialist, Organization of American States workshop on 
Contracting Out in Fragile States – Cambodia, Guatemala, Liberia  

2011  Hilltop Institute, University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC)   

Senior Consultant, Affordable Care Act - Health Reform Exchange Board, 
Consumer Complaint Systems  

 


