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Name:    Robin Gorna  
Nationality:   United Kingdom   
Additional languages: English, French, 
Expertise:   Gender Equality and Human Rights, HIV  . 
 
 
Qualifications 

Qualification Institution Department Year 

MA (Hons)  St John’s College, University of 
Oxford 

Theology 1987 

 
Employment History 

Employer Position Place Year 

NHS Long COVID 
Taskforce 

Patient and Public Voice 
partner  

UK 2021-
current 

Brighton College Head of Diversity and 
Inclusion 

Brighton, UK 2020-2021 

8G Ltd Director UK; Indonesia; 
South Africa 

2018-
current  

SheDecides Lead London, UK 2017-2019 

Partnership for 
Maternal, Newborn 
and Child Health 

Executive Director Geneva, 
Switzerland 

2015-2017  

Women4GlobalFund Founder  Brighton, UK; 
Geneva, 
Switzerland 

2013  

AIDS Strategy 
Advocacy and Policy 
(ASAP) 

Founder and Director Brighton, UK; 
Geneva, 
Switzerland 

2010-2015  

International AIDS 
Society  

Executive Director Geneva, 
Switzerland 

2009-2010  

Department for 
International 
Development (DFID) 

Senior Regional Health and 
AIDS Adviser 

Pretoria, South 
Africa 

2007-2009 

DFID Global AIDS Policy Team 
Leader 

London, UK 2003-2006 

https://www.theglobalfund.org/
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Australian Federation 
of AIDS Organisations 

Executive Director Geneva, 
Switzerland 

1998-2002  

Terrence Higgins Trust Director of Health Promotion London, UK 1995-1998 

European AIDS 
Treatment Group 

Board of Directors  London, UK 1993-1994 

DGV, Commission of 
the European 
Communities 

Consultant on AIDS, Drugs, 
NGOs 

Luxembourg, 
Luxembourg 

1991-1992 

Oxford City Council 
and Oxford Health 
Authority 

AIDS Liaison Officer Oxford, UK 1988-1990 

 
 
Relevant Publications 
 
1. Gorna R., Vamps, Virgins and Victims: How can women fight AIDS?  Cassells, 1996 
2. Gorna R., Positive Practice: a guide to caring for families and children, Health Visitors 

Association, 1994 
3. Gorna R., Action on AIDS in UK communities, Community Projects Foundation, 1990 
4. Gorna R., The architecture of AIDS: building a movement, sustaining a response; in 

AIDS Today, ed. Msimang S; International HIV/AIDS Alliance, 2014 
5. Gorna R., A Life Lived in Pandemics, The Independent Newspaper, June 2021 

https://robingorna.com/my-thoughts/a-life-lived-in-pandemics 
6. Gorna R., MacDermott N., et al, Long Covid guidelines needs to reflect lived 

experience, The Lancet, February 2021 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32705-7/fulltext 

7. Gorna R., Nutland W, Shakya C, Long Covid: Time for Action, Tony Blair Institute for 
Global Change, October 2020 https://institute.global/policy/long-covid-time-action 

8. Gorna R., Sarah Middleton-Lee obituary, The Guardian Newspaper, Other Lives, 
September 2021 https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/sep/02/sarah-middleton-
lee-obituary 

9. Gorna R., Living with Covid-19 is an unpredictable rollercoaster of a ride, Daily 
Maverick, June 2020 https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-06-18-living-with-
covid-19-is-an-unpredictable-roller-coaster-of-a-ride 

10. Gorna R., Rest in Power Larry Kramer, Maverick Citizen, May 2020 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-05-28-rest-in-power-larry-kramer 

11. Gorna R., Living with Covid-19 is weird as hell, Maverick Citizen, May 2020 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-05-19-living-with-covid-19-infection-is-
weird-as-hell 

12. Gorna R., Boris and the Great British Bungle, Maverick Citizen, May 2020 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-05-14-boris-and-the-great-british-bungle 

13. Gorna R., Covid-19: A hard truth – poverty kills, Maverick Citizen, May 2020 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-05-06-covid-19-a-hard-truth-poverty-kills/ 

14. Gorna R., Covid-19 in the UK: who cares for care workers? Maverick Citizen, April 
2020 https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-27-covid-19-in-the-uk-who-
cares-for-care-workers 

https://robingorna.com/my-thoughts/a-life-lived-in-pandemics
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32705-7/fulltext
https://institute.global/policy/long-covid-time-action
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/sep/02/sarah-middleton-lee-obituary
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/sep/02/sarah-middleton-lee-obituary
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-06-18-living-with-covid-19-is-an-unpredictable-roller-coaster-of-a-ride
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-06-18-living-with-covid-19-is-an-unpredictable-roller-coaster-of-a-ride
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-05-19-living-with-covid-19-infection-is-weird-as-hell
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-05-19-living-with-covid-19-infection-is-weird-as-hell
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-05-06-covid-19-a-hard-truth-poverty-kills/
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15. Gorna R., How to have sex in an epidemic – without getting caught up in polemic, 
Maverick Citizen, April 2020 https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-14-how-
to-have-sex-in-an-epidemic-without-getting-caught-up-in-polemic 

16. Gorna R., Lessons of AIDS for Covid-19 Don’t sacrifice science to expediency, 
Maverick Citizen, April 2020 Daily Maverick, April 2020 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-09-lessons-of-aids-for-covid-19-dont-
sacrifice-science-to-expediency/ 

17. Gorna R., Underfunded and under pressure, Britain’s NHS extends a helping hand to a 
country in intensive care, Daily Maverick, April 2020 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-07-underfunded-and-under-pressure-
britains-nhs-extends-a-helping-hand-to-a-country-in-intensive-care/ 

18. Gorna R., Global Health: An Early Case of Zoom; in You’re On Mute!, ed. Connock A, 
Bite-Sized Books, 2020  https://robingorna.com/my-thoughts/an-early-case-of-zoom 

19. Gorna R., Opinion: How to build a SRHR movement, Devex, July 2019, 
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-how-to-build-a-srhr-movement-95260? 

20. Narasimhan M, Pillay Y, García PJ, Allotey P, Gorna R, Welbourn A, Remme M, 
Askew I, Nordström A, Haufiku B, Investing in sexual and reproductive health and 
rights of women and girls to reach HIV and UHC goals, The Lancet, October 2018, 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30316-4/fulltext 

21. Bustreo F, Gorna R, Nabarro D, Knowledge for effective action to improve the health 
of women, children and adolescents in the sustainable development era, WHO 
Bulletin, 2016, https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/5/16-174243/en/ 

22. Gorna R., Latching On: Why Breast Is Best for Every Baby, Everywhere, Huffington 
Post, February 2016, https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/breastfeeding-
latching-on_b_9098436.html 

23. Gorna R., Why we must break the silence around stillbirths to fulfill our pledge to 
women and children, Huffington Post, January 2016 
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/breaking-the-silence-around-
stillbirths_b_9008260.html 

24. Gorna R., Klingen N, Senga K, Soucat A, Takemi K, Women's, children's, and 
adolescents' health needs universal health coverage, The Lancet, December 2015, 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26700516 

25. Gorna R., Fresh perspectives on maternal, child and adolescent health, Devex, March 
2015, https://www.devex.com/news/fresh-perspectives-on-maternal-child-and-
adolescent-health-85675 

26. Gorna R., Women's, children's, and adolescents' health: who will lead? The Lancet, 
January 2015, https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-
6736(15)60135-0.pdf 

27. Gorna R., AIDS: Transforming Global Health, The Lancet, November 2014, 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(14)62260-1/fulltext 

28. Gorna R., The place of AIDS in Post-2015 World, Huffington Post, September 2014, 
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/aids-2015_b_6226084.html 

29. Gorna R., UK’s Global Health Powerplay, Huffington Post, September 2013, 
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/global-health_b_3996327.html 

30. Gorna R., Once upon a time in Gleneagles, Huffington Post, April 2013, 
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/once-upon-atime-in-
gleneagles_b_3043160.html 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-14-how-to-have-sex-in-an-epidemic-without-getting-caught-up-in-polemic
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-14-how-to-have-sex-in-an-epidemic-without-getting-caught-up-in-polemic
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-09-lessons-of-aids-for-covid-19-dont-sacrifice-science-to-expediency/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-09-lessons-of-aids-for-covid-19-dont-sacrifice-science-to-expediency/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-07-underfunded-and-under-pressure-britains-nhs-extends-a-helping-hand-to-a-country-in-intensive-care/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-04-07-underfunded-and-under-pressure-britains-nhs-extends-a-helping-hand-to-a-country-in-intensive-care/
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-how-to-build-a-srhr-movement-95260
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30316-4/fulltext
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/5/16-174243/en/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/breastfeeding-latching-on_b_9098436.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/breastfeeding-latching-on_b_9098436.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/breaking-the-silence-around-stillbirths_b_9008260.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/breaking-the-silence-around-stillbirths_b_9008260.html
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26700516
https://www.devex.com/news/fresh-perspectives-on-maternal-child-and-adolescent-health-85675
https://www.devex.com/news/fresh-perspectives-on-maternal-child-and-adolescent-health-85675
https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60135-0.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60135-0.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(14)62260-1/fulltext
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/aids-2015_b_6226084.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/global-health_b_3996327.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/once-upon-atime-in-gleneagles_b_3043160.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/once-upon-atime-in-gleneagles_b_3043160.html
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31. Gorna R., Curing HIV in one baby, preventing HIV in many, Huffington Post, March 
2013, https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/robin-gorna/hiv-babies_b_2819673.html 

32. Gorna R., Is an HIV generation an achievable aim? British Medical Journal, November 
2012, https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2012/11/30/robin-gorna-is-an-hiv-free-generation-an-
achievable-aim/ 

33. Gorna R., Dangerous Vessels: Feminism and the AIDS Crisis; in ACTING ON AIDS: 
Sex, Drugs & Politics, ed. Oppenheimer & Reckitt; Serpents Tail, 1997 

34. Gorna R., Treatment Update in Positively Women: Living with AIDS, ed. O’Sullivan S 
and Thomson K; Pandora Press, 1996 

35. Gorna R., Pleasure Practice; in Pleasure Principles: Politics, Sexuality and Ethics, ed. 
Harwood, Oswell, Parkinson, Ward; Lawrence and Wishart, 1993 

36. Gorna R., Delightful Visions: from anti-porn to eroticizing safer sex; in Sex Exposed: 
Sexuality and the Pornography Debate, ed. Segal S. and McIntosh M; 1992 

37. Gorna R. editor., Demi-Mondaine: A magazine for the immuno-compromised woman, 
pub. IAPAC, 1993 

38. Bertrand-Dansereau A., Gorna R., Nkulu H., Gender Based Violence and Gender 
Equality – A review International HIV/AIDS Alliance, 2015 

39. Gorna R., Hoover J., Achieving undetectable: what questions remain in scaling-up HIV 
virologic treatment monitoring, Médecins Sans Frontières, 2014 

40. Dybul M, Gorna R., Hoover J., Motsoaledi A., How can the experience of the AIDS 
response serve as a transformative force in global health and development?, Lancet-
UNAIDS Commission, 2013 

41. Bertrand-Dansereau A., Gorna R., Gender Equality Strategy Action Plan, Global Fund 
to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, 2013 

42. Gorna R., UNAIDS Engagement with Civil Society, UNAIDS, 2013 
43. Bokma de Boer-Nubé H., Gorna R., Analysis of Gender-responsiveness of Global 

Fund Round 8 and 9 HIV Programs, Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria, UN Women, 2012 

44. Gorna R., UNAIDS guidance for partnerships with civil society, including people living 
with HIV and key populations, UNAIDS, 2011 

45. Gorna R., Hoover J. Renaux M., Here for Good Health: An Independent Review of 
Standard Chartered Bank’s Living with HIV Programme, Standard Chartered Bank, 
2011 

46. Gorna R., Women Like Us: Positively Women’s Survey on the Needs and Experience 
of HIV Positive Women, Positively Women, 1994 

47. Gorna R., From Soho to Southend: Researching Sex Education Provision, North 
Thames Health Authority, 1993 

 
Additional Information 
 

• Founder Chair, Women’s Network, St John’s College, Oxford University, from 2016 

• Chair, Australian National Council on HIV, Hepatitis C and Related Diseases: HIV 
Committee, 1999–2001 

• Co-Chair, 6th International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific, Melbourne, 
Australia, October 2001 

• Community Co-Chair, 12th World AIDS Conference, Geneva, Switzerland, July 1998 
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